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PHOTOS BY CHARLIE REGISTER 
FURMAN PREPARES FOR THE GRAND UNVEILING OF THE HARTNESS ORGAN. 
�tallation process began last July 7, when Opus 121-
all 16 tons and 3,000 pieces- arrived on the Furman campus 
after a 1,000-mile trip from Gloucester, Mass. 
Over the next few weeks, specially trained workers 
gathered in the Charles Ezra Daniel Memorial Chapel 
to assemble the assorted parts into a beautiful, majestic 
whole. When they had finished, the world had its first look 
at the Hartness Organ- Opus 121 from C.B. Fisk, Inc. 
The organ is a gift from trustee emeritus Thomas S. Hartness 
and his wife, the late Edna Gladden Hartness, in honor 
of Bobby Hartness and Becky Berry Hartness. 
But putting the pieces in place was just the opening 
phase of the project. In the succeeding months, a rotating 
group of skilled artisans has taken painstaking care in 
"voicing" - setting the volume, tone color and intensity -
each of the organ's 2,930 pipes. Their work is designed 
to ensure that all elements of the instrument fit together 
in perfect harmony. 
Now that the voicing is virtually complete, Furman 
and the Greenville community are poised to hear the glorious 
sounds that have long been promised. Says Charles Tompkins, 
university organist, "This instrument can whisper just 
as easily as it can roar." 
On April 18, Tompkins will have the honor of presenting 
the dedicatory recital for the Hartness Organ. The recital 
will mark the debut of the organ and the formal completion 
of the chapel, which had awaited the arrival of its final 
component since it opened in 1996. And it will represent 
the beginning of a new era both for worship and for the 
music program at Furman, one that offers exciting new 
possibilities for instruction, performance and spiritual 
enrichment. 
During the forthcoming year, Furman will celebrate 
the Hartness Organ with a series of recitals featuring 
Tompkins, a nationally renowned organist, and such 
other talented guest artists as Olivier Latry, organist 
at La Cathedrale de Notre Dame in Paris, France; 
David Higgs, chair of the organ department at Eastman 
School of Music; and Edie Johnson '96, organist 
at St. Paul's Episcopal in Indianapolis. 
- Jim Stewart 
The following pages provide a photographic record 
of the organ 's installation, some basic information 
about the instrument, and the schedule for the 
dedicatory series. 
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Previous page: The organ provides a magnificent backdrop at the Ceremony of Lessons and Carols, held in December. Above: The sanctuary 
before its new look; students, alumni and friends volunteered to serve as "movers" when the organ's assorted parts arrived in early July; 
the organ's finely crafted exterior was essentially in place by late summer, but the voicing of the 2,930 pipes consumed many more months. 
Opposite: Professor of music Charles Tompkins, university organist, is thrilled to have such a busy schedule for the next year. 
T H E  H A R T N E S S  O R G A N :  FAST FACTS 
• The organ has 42 stops, or "voices," wi th a wide variety 
of tone colors including fl utes, principal s, reed s (brass 
or woodwind-l ike stops) and strin gs. 
• Wi th more than 2 , 900 p ipes, the in strumen t i s  played 
from three keyboard s and a pedal-board for the feet. 
Each pipe i s  indi vidually voiced (regulated wi th re spect 
to tone color and volume) specifically for the chapel 
sanctuary. 
• The smalle st pipes are about the si ze of a penci l ;  
the longest measure more than 1 6  feet. They are made 
of wood and a varie ty of metals (lead , tin , spotted metal , 
variou s alloys). 
• A 36-foot freestanding organ case made of African 
mahogany houses the in strumen t. 
• The keys are made of cowbone (naturals) and ebony 
(sharps). 
• Key action i s  direct mechanical, or "tracker." Each key 
i s  attached to a tracker, a thin rod made of carbon fiber, 
phosphor bron ze and aluminum. Each tracker, in turn , 
is connected to a pallet that admits air to the p ipes. When 
depressin g a key, the player has direct con trol (wi thou t 
an electric intermediary) over the speech of the pipe s. 
• Stops are con trolled by a state-of- the-ar t electronic 
system that include s 1 2 8  leve ls of memory. 
• The organ represen ts more than 24, 000 ind ividual 
hours of work. 
H A R T N ESS O R G A N  D E D ICATO R Y  S E R IES 
The dedicatory year for the Hartness Organ, G.B. Fisk Opus 121, 
will feature a wide range of music and talented artists. 
The schedule: 
f?OO-J 
Apri l 1 8, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
DEDI CATORY RECI TAL. Charles Tompkins, organi st, with 
the assi stance of the Furman Chamber Choir, directed by 
William Thomas, perform s works by J .S. Bach, Vierne, Jongen 
and Me ssiaen. Featuring the premiere of John Fergu son' s 
Concertato on "When the Morning Stars Together," commissioned 
by Warren and Jo Hartness Guinn. 
May 4, 8 p.m. 
ORGAN PLUS: MUSIC FOR CHOIR AND ORGAN. Charles 
Tompkins accompanies the Furman Chamber Choir, directed 
by Vi vian Hami l ton, in a program that span s fi ve centuries. 
September 21 , 8 p.m. 
ORGAN PLUS: MUSIC FOR IN STRUMEN TS, VOICE AND 
ORGAN. Mu sic facul ty members join Charle s  Tompkins in works 
for organ, in struments and voice. 
October 1, 8 p.m. 
GUEST ARTI ST: OLI VIER LATRY. The no ted organ ist from 
Notre Dame Cathedral in Pari s begins h is annual North 
American tour. 
2005 
January 1 4, 8 p.m. 
HYMN FESTI VAL. For the annual Church Mu sic Conference , 
organist John Ferguson and director An ton Arm strong, bo th 
of St. Olaf College ,  join the Furman Singers and Furman 
Chamber Choir in an e vening of hymn s and choral selections. 
February 1 0, 8 p.m. 
GUEST ARTI ST: DAVID HIGGS. A profe ssor at Eastman 
School of Mu sic, Hi ggs i s  known for h is superb techni que 
and mu sician sh ip. 
March 8, 8 p.m. 
ALUMNA ARTIST: EDIE J OHN SON. A 1 996 Furman graduate, 
Johnson i s  the cri tically acclaimed organi st at St. Paul 's Epi scopal 
in Indianapoli s. She recen tly completed her doctorate 
in organ performance at Indiana Uni versi ty. 
April 4, 8 p.m. 
ORGAN PLUS: MUSI C FOR ORGAN , CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
AND CHAMBER WINDS. Charles  Tompkins performs wi th 
the Furman Chamber Strin gs, directed by Thomas Joiner, 
and the Furman Chamber Winds, directed by Leslie Hicken. 
Featuring works by Poulenc, Hande l and Hindemith. 
May 22, 3 p.m. 
MEDITATIONS SUR LE MYS TERE DE LA SAIN TE TRINI TE. 
Charles Tompkins performs the South Carol ina premiere of Oli vier 
Messiaen's Meditations on the Mystery of the Holy Trinity, assi sted 
by the Furman Chamber Choir and J. Michae l Barone of American 
Public Radio's Pipedreams. 
For additional details and costs, call the Furman music department 
at (864) 294-2086 or e-mail Furmanmusic@furman.edu. 
